
 

 

 
Roald Dahl 
in ‘Lamb 
to the 
Slaughter’ 

highlights 
 
reinforces 
 
exemplifies 

The Rising tension 
 
Unease and 
anxiety 
 
Sense of the 
Uncanny 

As a  Crucial  
 
Central 
 
Very 
important 

convention 
of suspense  

to create 
 
to highlight 
 
to reveal  

a sense that/of 
 
an impression 
of 
 
 

Feeling uncomfortable with the 
relationship between Mr and Mrs 
Maloney 
 
Foreshadowing the inevitable incident 
through the rising tension and the difficult 
conversations between Mr and Mrs 
Maloney. 
 

 

By 
using 
the 
phrase:  

“it wasn’t until then 
that she began to get 
frightened” 
 
“each minute gone 
by made it nearer 
the time when he 
would come home” 

the 
writer 

proves 
 
illustrates 
 
reiterates 

Mrs Maloney’s 
emotions towards 
her husband 
 
The importance of 
time, waiting and 
suspense in this 
genre of writing as 
the reader is also 
gripped. 

Similarly,   
 
Moreover, 
 
In 
addition,  
 

Dahl 
makes 
other links 
to these 
key 
themes in 
the lines: 

“She loved to 
luxuriate in 
the presence 
of this man” 
 
“As a 
sunbather 
feels in the 
sun” 

To highlight the 
way that... 
 
To demonstrate 
the tone… 
 
To reveal… 

the 
most 
importa
nt word 
that 
reveals 
is this…  

(now you 
must 
choose a 
word from 
your quote 
that you 
think makes 
this clear). 
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